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COMMUNICATION MEMORANDUM - NO. 01 -2023 
 
TO:  All Licensed Operators 
 
FROM:  James P. Skorupa, Director 
 
DATE:  November 29, 2023 
 
SUBJECT: Hanwha Electronic Blasting System 
 
 
Mineral Mining received a request from industry to evaluate the Hanwha Electronic Blasting System for 
use in Virginia. Under section 4 VAC 25-40-925 of the Virginia Safety and Health Regulations for 
Mineral Mining, “electronic detonation systems shall be approved by the director as providing 
performance equivalent to that required in 4 VAC 25-24-920, and shall be used in accordance with 
manufacturer’s instructions.”   
 
For evaluation of the system, the manufacturer’s specifications and data were reviewed. To further 
evaluate the system under consideration, three test blasts were loaded and detonated at the Cedar 
Mountain Stone Corporation Rapidan Quarry, PN 90335AB, located in Culpeper County PN where 
Mineral Mining personnel were present.  Mineral Mining personnel observed the process of loading of 
each the shots using the Hanwha Electronic Detonation System for compliance with Virginia’s laws and 
regulations for blasting and that the Hanwha Electronic Blasting System was used in accordance with the 
manufacturer’s instructions. 
 
After completion of the above evaluation and testing, the Hanwha Electronic Detonation System is 
approved for use in Virginia meeting the requirements as provided under 4 VAC 25-40-925. 
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COMMUNICATION MEMORANDUM - NO. 05 -2020 

TO: All Licensed Operators 

FROM:  James P. Skorupa, Director 

DATE:  November 19, 2020 

SUBJECT: Online Certification Renewal Classes 

Due to the COVID-19 Virus Pandemic, the Division of Mineral Mining (DMM) suspended teaching 

“live” classes, which affected DMM’s ability to provide required classes necessary to renew certifications. 

During this time, DMM extended the expiration date of Mineral Mining certifications that were set to 

expire for the period beginning with April 2020 through December 2020, for those who submitted a 

completed application and paid the application fees 

As of Monday, November 9, 2020, DMM added the capability to our Certification Application system to 

take an online course to renew the following certifications: Surface Foreman, Surface Foreman Open Pit, 

Blaster, and Electrician. The courses are now available and completing the course will satisfy renewal 

requirements. Underground Foreman and Underground Blaster online renewal courses will be available 

soon. 

For those individuals who have already submitted a complete and approved application to renew a 

certification that would have expired during the April through December 2020 timeframe, DMM will 

contact them and provide instructions on how to complete the renewal process using the online renewal 

course. Once the online course is completed and the individual verifies that they completed the course, 

DMM will renew their certification. 

If you have any questions, please contact Jeff Stewart at jeff.stewart@dmme.virginia.gov or 434-951-

6315. You may also contact your local Area Mine Inspector. Additional contact information may be found 

at https://dmme.virginia.gov/DMM/pdf/permitting/inspectorareamap.pdf. 
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COMMUNICATION MEMORANDUM - NO. 01 -15 

TO:              All Licensed Operators 

FROM:           JAMES P. SKORUPA 

DATE: January 7, 2015 

SUBJECT: Clarification/Guidance in the Use of Permanent Seismograph Installations 

The Department of Mines, Minerals, and Energy’s Division of Mineral Mining (DMM) is providing 
clarification and guidance for compliance with the requirements related to recordkeeping for blasting as 
required by the Safety and Health Regulations for Mineral Mining under Sections 4VAC 25-40-810.16 and 
4VAC 25-40-810.17. 

Effective January 1, 2015, providing the following information will meet the requirements of these regulations: 
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TDD (800) 828-1120 --- Virginia Relay Center 



 
 
 
 

DEPARTMENT OF MINES, MINERALS, AND ENERGY 
DIVISION OF MINERAL MINING 

  
COMMUNICATION MEMORANDUM NO. 01-15 
 
 
REFERENCE: Safety and Health Regulations for Mineral Mining 
 
INQUIRY: Virginia Administrative Code sections 4VAC 25-40-810. 16 and 4VAC 25-40-810.17 require the 
operators of seismographs for the monitoring of a blast to provide specific information. Blasting industry 
representatives have asked DMM for clarification of the application of the above standards as they pertain to 
permanently installed seismographs for blast monitoring. 
 
REVIEW: The Division of Mineral Mining has reviewed the Safety and Health Regulations for Mineral 
Mining to determine the intent of the above sections. The sections assign regulatory requirements to a specific 
person who is responsible for the installation and operation of seismographs used to determine compliance with 
air overpressure and ground vibration standards, and to accurately indicate the location of seismographs used 
for blast monitoring and compliance. 
 
Division Directive: 
 
4 VAC 25 – 40 – 810.16  Virginia Administrative Code  
 
“The person taking the seismograph reading shall accurately indicate exact location of the seismograph, if used, 
and shall also show the distance of the seismograph from the blast.” 
 
Determination: 
 
When a permanently installed seismograph is used to provide proof of compliance with allowable ground 
vibration and air overpressure regulations, then the location of the permanent seismograph and the distance 
from the seismograph to the nearest point of the blast must be provided.  If the permanent seismograph location 
is more than 50 feet from the structure being monitored, then a separate location for the nearest portion of the 
structure to the blast must be provided.  
 
4 VAC 25 – 40 – 810-17.  
 
“Seismograph records, including seismograph readings, where required: 

a. Name and signature of person operating the seismograph; 
b. Name of person analyzing the seismograph record; and, 
c. Seismograph reading.” 

 
Determination 

 



 
 
 
 

 
Permanent seismographs do not have a person physically operating the seismograph. 
 
However, they are installed by an individual, removed for calibration, and reinstalled at least once each year.  
Therefore, that installer is effectively the “person operating” the seismograph. The requirements of 4VAC 25-
40-810.17(a) are met by: (1) providing the name of the person and company that installed the seismograph, and 
(2) providing the signature, name, and company affiliation of the person validating the authenticity of the 
seismic data collected and transmitted by the permanent unit.  This information should be attached to the blast 
record as soon as it is available, but in no instance later than 5 working days after the shot.  
 
If the seismograph record undergoes post-blast analysis by an individual, then the requirements of 4 VAC 25-
40-810.17(b) are applicable.  If there is no post-blast analysis of the seismograph record and the seismograph 
readings are only collected and attached to the blast record, then there is no requirement to provide the 
information listed under 4 VAC 25-40-810.17(b). 
 
Finally, there is a requirement under 4 VAC 25-40-810.17 to include “seismograph records, including 
seismograph readings”.  When multiple seismographs are used to collect ground response seismic data on a 
given blast, then the data from each seismograph that produced a seismic record during a given blast must be 
maintained and must be made available to DMM personnel upon request.   
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COMMUNICATION MEMORANDUM NO. 01-13 

TO: All Licensed Mine Operators 

FROM: David K. Benner 

DATE: September 26, 2013 

SUBJECT: Changes in Safety and Health Regulations for Mineral Mining (4VAC25-40) 

The Department of Mines, Minerals and Energy (DMME), Division of Mineral Mining (DMM) through this 
communication memorandum provides and expliantion on retgualtions repealed September 26th, 2013. 

In September 2012, Governor McDonnell requested that all state agencies review their existing regulations 
and repeal those that were unnecessary or overly burdensome. 

The Division of Mineral Mining identified several regulations which met those criteria, and submitted them 
for Executive Branch review. 

Effective September 26th, 2013, all of the regulations listed below were repealed.  An explanation of the 
rationale for the deletion of each regulation is also provided in italics.  The complete regulations can be found 
here. 

Attachment

EXPIRED

www.dmme.virginia.gov


 
 
 
 

 

DEPARTMENT OF MINES, MINERALS AND ENERGY    
DIVISION OF MINERAL MINING   

            
 
COMMUNICATION MEMORANDUM NO. 01-13          September 26, 2013 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

REFERENCE: 4VAC25-40 Safety and Health Regulations for Mineral Mining (Fast-Track Regulation) effective 
September 26, 2013. 

INQUIRY: As part of the Governor’s Regulatory Reform Initiative eleven sections of 4VAC25-40 are being 
repealed because they are duplicative or unnecessary. No substantive changes are being made 

 
REVIEW: Virginia Administrative Code, Title 4: Conservation and Natural Resources, Agency 25: Department of 

Mines, Minerals and Energy, Chapter 40: Safety and health Regulation for Mineral Mining 
 

DIVISION 
DIRECTIVE: 4 VAC 25-40-900  Total weight of explosives. 

The total pounds of explosives and blasting agents in any blast shall not exceed 40,000 pounds without 
the approval of the director. 
The rationale for this regulation was redundant with the requirements of 4 VAC 25-40-880 - Ground 
vibration from blasting, 4 VAC 25-40-890 – Air overpressure limits, and the director’s authority under 
4VAC 25-40-895 – Lower vibration and airblast levels. 
 
4 VAC 25-40-950  Inspection of equipment prior to use. 
“Drillers shall inspect their equipment prior to use.  Equipment defects affecting safety shall be reported 
to the certified foreman.” 
This regulation was redundant with the requirements of 4 VAC 25-40-145 – Inspection of mobile and 
stationary equipment. 
 
4VAC 25-40-970  Safe operation of drills. 
“Drillers shall inspect their work area for hazards prior to drilling; drills shall be operated from a safe 
position.  Any hazards found shall be eliminated before beginning drilling operations.” 
The substance of this regulation is addressed under the requirements of 4 VAC 25-40-460 - 
Examination for unsafe conditions, and 4 VAC 25-40-1080 - Walls or benches. 
 
4 VAC 25-40-1040  Clothing. 
“Drillers and helpers shall not wear loose-fitting clothes which may become caught in moving parts of 
the drill.” 
This regulation was redundant with 4 VAC 25-40-1760 – Loose fitting clothing. 
 
4 VAC 25-40-1180  Safety devices. 
“Safety devices on compressed-air systems shall be checked daily by the operator or his agent.” 
The substance of this regulation is addressed under 4 VAC 25-40-360 - Maintaining machinery. 
 
4 VAC 25-40-1980  Correction of safety hazards. 
“All safety hazards shall be corrected before work is performed in any area.” 
This regulation is addressed under 4 VAC 25-40-460 - Examination for unsafe conditions. 
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4 VAC 25-40-2420  Safety in electrical storms. 
“Persons shall not stand on the ground in the vicinity of an electrically powered shovel or other similar 
heavy equipment during an electrical storm.” 
This regulation was deleted on the basis that hazards from electrical storms are universal, and not 
strictly associated with proximity to electrically powered heavy equipment. 
 
4 VAC 25-40-2430  Carrying tools and supplies. 
“Tools and supplies shall be carried in the hands and not on the shoulders when persons travel near 
bare power conductors.” 
This regulation conflicted with 4 VAC 25-40-2450 - Bare power line precautions, which requires that 
“Where metallic tools or equipment can come in contact with bare power lines, the lines shall be 
guarded or de-energized”. 
 
4 VAC 25-40-3800  Fixed ladders. 
“Fixed ladders shall meet the requirements of 4 VAC 25-40-1990 and 4 VAC 25-40-2000.” 
This regulation is redundant, since the referenced regulations apply to both surface and underground 
operations. 
 
4 VAC 25-40-4050  Record of persons in mine. 
“An accurate record of the persons going in and out of the mine shall be kept on the surface.” 
This regulation is redundant with 4 VAC 25-40-3880 - Check-in and check-out system. 
 
4 VAC 25-40-4030  Employees working alone. 
“No employee shall be assigned, allowed, or required to perform work alone in any area where 
hazardous conditions exist that would endanger his safety unless the person can be heard or seen.” 
This regulation is redundant with 4 VAC 25-40-150 - Assignment of persons to hazardous areas. 
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COMMUNICATION MEMORANDUM NO. 01-10 

TO: All Lisenced Mine Operators 

FROM: Conrad T. Spangler, III 

DATE: June 1, 2010 

SUBJECT: Mineral Mine License Fee Increase 

The Department of Mines, Minerals and Energy (DMME), Division of Mineral Mining (DMM) through this 
communication memorandum hereby implements the following guideline concerning mineral mine license 
fees: 

The 2010 session of the Virginia General Assembly amended the Mine Safety Laws of Virginia to increase 
the mineral mine license application fee effective July 1, 2010. 

The cost is $400 annually for applications submitted in paper format.  You may pay a reduced lisence fee of 
$330 for applications submitted electronically via e-Forms Center. For mine sites engaged in mining sand or 
gravel on an area of five acres or less the lisence fee is $100 for paper, or $80 for those applications submitted 
electronically.  

To take advantage of the lower fees for electronic filing as well as electronic payment options, you may 
register to use the DMM e-Forms Center. Register for a User Id at 
https://www.dmme.virginia.gov/dmmeforms. 

Attachment
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DEPARTMENT OF MINES, MINERALS AND ENERGY    
DIVISION OF MINERAL MINING   

            
 
COMMUNICATION MEMORANDUM NO. 01-10            July 1, 2010 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

REFERENCE:Mineral Mine Safety Laws of Virginia 2009 Edition, amended 2010. 

§ 45.1-161.292:31. Fee to accompany application for license; fund; disposition of fees. Each 
application for a mineral mine license or a renewal or transfer of a license shall be submitted to 
the Department, accompanied by a fee, payable to the State Treasurer, in the amount of $400, 
except applications submitted electronically shall be accompanied by a fee of $330. However, 
any person engaged in mining sand or gravel on an area of five acres or less shall be required 
to pay a fee of $100, except applications submitted electronically shall be accompanied by a 
fee of $80. All such fees collected shall be retained by the Department and paid into the state 
treasury and shall constitute a fund under the control of the Director. Expenditures from this 
fund may be made by the Department for safety equipment, safety training, safety education or 
for any expenditure to further the safety program in the mineral mining industry. All 
expenditures from this fund must be approved by the Director.  

INQUIRY: The 2010 session of the Virginia General Assembly amended the Mine Safety Laws of 
Virginia to increase the mineral mine license application fee effective July 1, 2010. 

 
REVIEW: Both the Mineral Mine Safety Act and the Mineral Mine Reclamation Law require that permit/ 

licenses be renewed annually by the anniversary date. The cost is $400 annually for 
applications submitted in paper format.  You may pay a reduced license fee of $330 for 
applications submitted electronically via e-Forms Center. For mine sites engaged in mining 
sand or gravel on an area of five acres or less the license fee is $100 for paper, or $80 for those 
applications submitted electronically.  
 

DIVISION 
DIRECTIVE:DMM is offering a voluntary procedure whereby a mine operator may submit their renewal or 

apply for a new license electronically using our e-Forms Center in order to obtain the fee 
savings. You may obtain a user id and password at 
https://www.dmme.virginia.gov/dmmeforms.  By filing the Permit/License Application, form 
DMM-170, electronically you are automatically eligible for the reduced fees as seen by 
“Calculate Fees” on page 7 of this electronic form. 
 
Mine operators not wishing to use the electronic filing option must renew their permits/licenses 
annually and file for new permit using the paper forms found on 
http://www.dmme.virginia.gov/dmm/permittingforms.shtml. The reduced fee structure will not apply. 

 

http://leg1.state.va.us/cgi-bin/legp504.exe?000+cod+45.1-161.292C31
https://www.dmme.virginia.gov/dmmeforms
http://www.dmme.virginia.gov/dmm/permittingforms.shtml
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MEMORANDUM 

TO: Mineral Mine Operators and Mineral Mine Contractors 

FROM: _________________________________________ 
Conrad T. Spangler, Division Director 

SUBJECT: Mineral Mine Safety Act Changes 
Mineral Mining Reclamation Act Changes 

DATE:  April 25, 2003 

The 2003 General Assembly revised both the Mineral Mine Safety Act and the 
Mineral Mining Reclamation Act this year.  One change exempts certain people from 
the comprehensive requirements of the mineral mining safety training program.  The 
other changes increase the cost of licenses and permits issued by the Department of 
Mines, Minerals and Energy.  The changes become effective July 1, 2003. 

Mineral Mine Safety Training 

The revision to § 45.1-161.292:73 exempts scientific workers; delivery workers; 
customers, including commercial over-the-road truck drivers; vendors; and visitors 
from the comprehensive training program requirements for miners.  The effect of this 
change is to exclude people in these categories from the full training plan 
requirements for miners; i.e. the program for training for new miners, training for 
newly-employed experienced miners, training for miners for new tasks, annual 
refresher training, and hazard training.  These individuals are subject to all other 
provisions of the Mineral Mine Safety Act, as applied to the type of service they 
provide.  These persons should receive hazard training upon entering the mine.  The 
change is consistent with the federal training requirements at 30 CFR Part 46. 

EXPIRED



Mineral Mine License and Permit Fees 

Mineral mining license and permit fees have been increased to offset general fund 
reductions at DMME.  The Department uses these fees to provide its permitting, 
assistance, training and inspection services to mine operators.  Mineral mining permit 
fees were last increased in 1977 and license fees in 1978.  The fees are increased by 
about 80% of the amount they would have increased due to inflation (based on the 
change in the consumer price index) over that time.  The revision to § 45.1-
161.292:31 increases the mineral mine license, renewal or transfer of a license fee 
from $75 to $180.  The license fee for persons engaged in mining sand or gravel on an 
area of five acres or less is increased from $20 to $48.  In addition, the revisions to §§ 
45.1-181 and 45.1-184.2 increase the cost of mine permits issued by the Department.  
Permit application fees are increased from $12 per acre to $31 per acre.  Permit 
renewal fees are increased from $6 per acre of land affected to $16 per affected acre.  
The fee for transferred permits is also increased from $6 per acre to $16 per acre.  The 
fees are calculated per each acre or any fraction thereof. 

A copy of each of the revised sections of the Code of Virginia is attached.  If you 
have any questions about these changes, please contact your area mine inspector, or 
this office at (434) 951-6310. 

Attachments 
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CHAPTER 401 

An Act to amend and reenact § 45.1-161.292:73 of the Code of Virginia, relating to 
the mineral mining safety training program.  

[H 1623]  
Approved March 16, 2003 

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of Virginia: 

1. That § 45.1-161.292:73 of the Code of Virginia is amended and reenacted as
follows:

§ 45.1-161.292:73. Mineral mining safety training program.

A. Each operator shall have a plan containing the following programs: training for
new miners, training for newly-employed experienced miners, training for miners for
new tasks, annual refresher training, and hazard training. For the purpose of this
section, the definition of miner does not include scientific workers; delivery workers;
customers, including commercial over-the-road truck drivers; vendors; or visitors.

B. The plan shall be available to the Director for review upon request.
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CHAPTER 550  
An Act to amend and reenact §§ 45.1-161.58, 45.1-161.292:31, 45.1-181, 45.1-184.2, 
45.1-235, 45.1-361.29, and 45.1-361.33 of the Code of Virginia, relating to mineral 
extraction license and permit fees.  

[S 1173] 
Approved March 18, 2003 

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of Virginia:  

1. That §§ 45.1-161.58, 45.1-161.292:31, 45.1-181, 45.1-184.2, 45.1-235, 45.1-
361.29, and 45.1-361.33 of the Code of Virginia are amended and reenacted as
follows:

********************************* 

§ 45.1-161.292:31. Fee to accompany application for license; fund; disposition of
fees.

Each application for a mineral mine license or a renewal or transfer of a license shall 
be submitted to the Department, accompanied by a fee, payable to the State Treasurer, 
in the amount of seventy-five dollars $180. However, any person engaged in mining 
sand or gravel on an area of five acres or less shall be required to pay a fee of twenty 
dollars $48. All such fees collected shall be retained by the Department and paid into 
the state treasury and shall constitute a fund under the control of the Director. 
Expenditures from this fund may be made by the Department for safety equipment, 
safety training, safety education or for any expenditure to further the safety program 
in the mineral mining industry. All expenditures from this fund must be approved by 
the Director.  

§ 45.1-181. Permit required; fee; renewal fee; application; furnishing copy of map,
etc., to landowner; approval by Department.

It shall be unlawful for any operator to engage in any mining operation in Virginia, 
without having first obtained from the Department a permit to engage in such 
operation and paying a fee therefor of twelve dollars $31 per acre for every acre of 
land to be affected by the total operation for which plans have been submitted, which 
shall be deposited in the state treasury in a special fund to be used by the Director for 
the administration of this chapter. A permit shall be obtained prior to the start of any 
mining operation. If within ten 10 days of the anniversary date of the permit the 
Director, after inspection, is satisfied that the operation is proceeding according to the 
plan submitted to and approved by him, then the Director shall renew the permit upon 
payment of a renewal fee by the operator of six dollars $16 per acre for land to be 
affected by the total operation in the next ensuing year. The renewal fees shall be 
deposited in the state treasury in the special fund set out above. If the operator 
believes changes in his original plan are necessary or if additional land not shown as a 
part of the approved plan of operation is to be disturbed, he shall submit an amended 
plan of operation which shall be approved by the Director in the same manner as an 
original plan and shall be subject to the provisions of this section and §§ 45.1-182.1 
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and 45.1-183 hereof. A separate permit must be secured for each mining operation 
conducted. Application for a mining permit shall be made in writing on forms 
prescribed by the Director and shall be signed and sworn to by the applicant or his 
duly authorized representative. The application, in addition to such other information 
as may be reasonably required by the Director shall contain the following 
information: (1) the common name and geologic title, where applicable, of the 
mineral to be extracted; (2) a description of the land upon which the applicant 
proposes to conduct mining operations, which description shall set forth: the name of 
the county or city in which such land is located; the location of its boundaries and any 
other description of the land to be disturbed in order that it may be located and 
distinguished from other lands and easily ascertainable as shown by a map attached 
thereto showing the amount of land to be disturbed; (3) the name and address of the 
owner or owners of the surface of the land; (4) the name and address of the owner or 
owners of the mineral, ore or other solid matter; (5) the source of the operator's legal 
right to enter and conduct operations on the land to be covered by the permit; (6) the 
total number of acres of land to be covered by the permit; (7) a reasonable estimate of 
the number of acres of land that will be disturbed by mining operations on the area to 
be covered by the permit during the ensuing year; (8) whether any mining permits of 
any type are now held by the applicant and the number thereof; (9) the name and 
address of the applicant, if an individual; the names and addresses of all partners, if a 
partnership; the state of incorporation and the name and address of its registered 
agent, if a corporation; or the name and address of the trustee, if a trust; and (10) if 
known, whether the applicant, or any subsidiary or affiliate or any partnership, 
association, trust or corporation controlled by or under common control with 
applicant, or any person required to be identified by item (9) above, has ever had a 
mining permit of any type issued under the laws of this or any other state revoked or 
has ever had a mining or other bond, or security deposited in lieu of bond, forfeited.  

The application for a permit shall be accompanied by two copies of an accurate map 
or aerial photograph or plan and meeting the following requirements:  

(a) Be prepared by a licensed engineer or licensed land surveyor or issued by a
standard mapping service or in such a manner as to be acceptable to the Director;

(b) Identify the area to correspond with the land described in the application;

(c) Show adjacent deep mining, if any, and the boundaries of surface properties, with
the names of owners of the affected area which lie within 100 feet of any part of the
affected area;

(d) Be drawn to a scale of 400 feet to the inch or better;

(e) Show the names and location of all streams, creeks or other bodies of public water,
roads, buildings, cemeteries, oil and gas wells, and utility lines on the area affected
and within 500 feet of such area;

(f) Show by appropriate markings the boundaries of the area of land affected, the
outcrop of the seam at the surface or deposit to be mined, and the total number of
acres involved in the area of land affected;
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(g) Show the date on which the map was prepared, the north arrow and the quadrangle
name;

(h) Show the drainage plan on and away from the area of land affected, including the
directional flow of water, constructed drainways, natural waterways used for drainage
and the streams or tributaries receiving the discharge.

Upon receipt of a written request by any landowner on whose property a sand and 
gravel operation is permitted pursuant to this section, the operator of the sand and 
gravel operation shall provide a copy of the map, photograph or plan to the 
landowner.  

No permit shall be issued by the Department until the Director has approved the plan 
of operation required in this section and § 45.1-182.1 and the bond from the applicant 
as required in § 45.1-183.  

§ 45.1-184.2. Succession of one operator by another at uncompleted project.

Where one operator succeeds another at any uncompleted operation, whether by sale, 
assignment, lease, merger, or otherwise, the Director may release the first operator 
from all liability under this chapter as to that particular operation and transfer the 
permit to the successor operator; provided, however, that the successor operator has 
complied with the requirements of this chapter, and the successor operator assumes as 
part of his obligation under this chapter, all liability for the reclamation of the area of 
land affected by the first operator. No fee, or any portion thereof, paid by the first 
operator shall be returned to either operator. The permit fee for the successor operator 
for the area of land permitted by the first operator shall be six dollars $16 per acre, 
except as provided by § 45.1-180.4. The mining permit for the successor operator 
shall be valid for one year from the date of issuance and shall be renewed thereafter in 
accordance with the provisions of this chapter.  

********************************* 
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MEMORANDUM 

To: Mineral Mine Operators 

From: 
Conrad T. Spangler, Division Director 

Subject: Annual Tonnage Reports 

Date: December 29, 2000 

The Mineral Mine Safety Laws of Virginia, Section 45.1-161.292:35 of the Code of Virginia 
requires that every licensed operator shall provide an annual report to the Department of Mines, 
Minerals and Energy, Division of Mineral Mining no later than February 15 of each year.  This report 
shall be for the preceding 12-month period ending December 31.  The report must provide the 
following information for office and production workers (of the licensed operator):  total production, 
work hours, wages, and number of employees/miners by work category. 

The Mineral Mining Annual Report (form DMM-146) is enclosed to assist you in providing 
this information.  All production must be reported in tons with the exception of precious metals and 
gemstones, which may be reported in ounces or pounds.  This report must be filed even if there was 
no production at the mine.  If there was no production or employment, then you must enter zeros.  If 
your mine was operated by an independent contractor or contractors, then you are still responsible for 
reporting production and submitting the attached tonnage report.  In this situation, the independent 
contractor is responsible for reporting wages and worker data (not production) on the Mineral Mining 
Annual Report For Contractors ('DMM-146C). 

If a mine owner operated the pit himself, with or without other employees, then the owner 
must consider himself a worker and provide the required production, work hours, wage and employee 
information for himself.  Many owners do not pay themselves a specific salary from the profits of 
mineral sales.  Owners in this category must estimate when they would consider a reasonable wage 
for the hours they worked at the mine. 
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Because these tonnage reports provide valuable information, you should ensure that the 
information is accurate and complete.  Keeping accurate records of production and employment 
throughout the year will help in completing future annual reports.  By submitting the information 
requested on the form, you will comply with the annual production reporting requirements of the 
Mineral Mine Safety Laws of Virginia. 

The Virginia General Assembly enacted a law in 2000 that requires individual employer's 
wage information collected on the annual report to be kept confidential.  DMM will not release 
individual employer data.  The Division only will release wage information when it is aggregated in 
such a manner that it does not reveal information on any individual employer. 

If you have any questions on completion of the tonnage report, please contact Jamie Dunivan 
at (434) 951-6314. 
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COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA 
DEPARTMENT OF MINES, MINERALS AND ENERGY 

DIVISION OF MINERAL MINING 
900 Natural Resources Drive 

P. O. Box 3727 
Charlottesville, VA 22903 

(434) 951-6310

MINERAL MINING ANNUAL TONNAGE REPORT 

REPORT FOR CALENDAR YEAR 

1. COMPANY NAME PERMIT NO. 

2. TOTAL TONS PRODUCED

3. WORKERS—Include the number of full or part-time persons who worked for any
part of the period covered by this report.  Include all owners, officers, clerical help,
engineers and others who worked at the mine.

NUMBER 
OFFICE 

WORKERS 

OFFICE 
HOURS 

OFFICE 
WAGES 

NUMBER 
PRODUCTION 

WORKERS 
PIT/PLANT 

PRODUCTION 
HOURS 

TOTAL 
PRODUCTION 

WAGES 

REPORT REQUIRED BY LAW—Code of Virginia, Title 45.1, Chapter 14.4:1, Section 
45.1-161.292:35.A requires this form to be filled out and returned to this office by the 15th 
day of February.  Operations that do not submit tonnage reports may be subject to closure. 

I, the undersigned, hereby certify that all information provided on this report is true and 
accurate to the best of my knowledge and belief.  I further certify that all occupational 
injuries occurring on the mine site have been reported for calendar year   . 

SIGNED         TITLE  DATE  

PLEASE PRINT YOUR NAME __________________________________________________ 

DMM-146 
REV. 10/02 
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MEMORANDUM 

To: Independent Contractors 

From: 
Conrad T. Spangler, Division Director 

Subject: Annual Report 

Date: December 29, 2000 

The Mineral Mine Safety Laws of Virginia, Section 45.1-161.292:35.B. of the Code of Virginia 
requires that each independent contractor in the following categories, who has worked at a mine, provide an 
annual report to the Division of Mineral Mining (DMM) no later than February 15 of each year: 

• Extraction and Processing (drillers, blasters, portable crushers, stripping and land clearing
contractors, etc.)

• Maintenance and Repair of Mobile and Stationary Equipment (welders, mechanics, painters,
electricians, etc.)

• Mine Construction (plant construction, repair and maintenance, electricians, concrete fabricators,
equipment erectors, etc.)

This report shall be for the preceding 12-month period ending December 31 and must provide the
following information: 

• Independent contractor's name and Department (Division of Mineral Mining) identification number;

• The total number of independent contractor's employees who worked at each mine, listed by company
name and Virginia DMM permit number.

• The total number of the independent contractor's employee hours worked at each mine, listed by
company name and Virginia DMM permit number;

• The lump sum amount of wages paid by the independent contractor at each mine, if such amount is
above $1,000, listed by company name and Virginia DMM permit number.
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A Mineral Mining Annual Report form is enclosed to assist you in providing this information.  This 
report must be filed even if there was no employment at a mine.  If there was no employment, then you must 
enter zeros. 

In addition to the above, if you are an independent contractor and you perform all of the mining 
functions, i.e., you are a contract miner and are actually responsible for the mine production, then you will 
need to provide your production information (quantity of minerals mined) to the licensed mine operator for his 
tonnage report. 

Because these annual reports provide valuable information that address safety and economic impacts, 
you should ensure that the information is accurate and complete.  Keeping accurate records of employment 
throughout the year will help in completing future annual reports.  By submitting the information requested on 
the form, you will comply with the annual reporting requirements of the Mineral Mine Safety Laws of 
Virginia. 

The Virginia General Assembly enacted a law in 2000 that requires individual employer's wage 
information collected on the annual report to be kept confidential.  DMM will not release individual employer 
data.  The Division only will release wage information when it is aggregated in such a manner that it does not 
reveal information on any individual employer. 

If you have any questions on completion of the tonnage report, please contact Jamie Dunivan at 434-
951-6314. 
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COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA 
DEPARTMENT OF MINES, MINERALS AND ENERGY 

DIVISION OF MINERAL MINING 
900 Natural Resources Drive 

P. O. Box 3727 
Charlottesville, VA 22903 

(434) 951-6310

MINERAL MINING ANNUAL REPORT FOR CONTRACTORS 

REPORT FOR CALENDAR YEAR _______ 

1. CONTRACTOR NAME__________________________________________

2. DMM CONTRACTOR IDENTIFICATION NO. _ 

COMPANY NAME DMM PERMIT 
NUMBER 

NUMBER 
WORKERS 

HOURS 
WORKED 

TOTAL WAGES 
(For Sites w/wages 

over $1,000)* 

TOTAL FOR CONTRACTOR: 

*Must be completed for sites where the total wages exceed $1,000 but does not include materials.
(Use additional sheets as necessary)

REPORT REQUIRED BY LAW -  Code of Virginia, Title 45.1, Chapter 14.4:1, Section 45.1-
161.292:35.B requires this form to be filled out and returned to this office by the 15th day of
February.   Contractors that fail to submit annual reports will be subject to closure.

I, the undersigned, hereby certify that all information provided on this report is true and accurate
to the best of my knowledge and belief.  I further certify that all occupational injuries involving
contractor employees occurring on mine sites have been reported for calendar year   .

SIGNED                                                             TITLE     DATE
PLEASE PRINT YOUR NAME __________________________________________________________

DMM-146C
REV. 10/15/02
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DEPARTMENT OF MINES, MINERALS AND ENERGY 
DIVISION OF MINERAL MINING 

COMMUNICATION MEMORANDUM NO. 1-98 

REFERENCE: 4 VAC 25-40-50—Duties of Mine Operators: 

Reporting of accidents and injuries by the operator: 

1. Report any accident involving serious personal injury or death to any person on mine
property.  The report shall be made to the division by the quickest available means,
and the scene of the accident shall not be disturbed until the division conducts an
investigation.  For accidents where the injured person is transported to a hospital, but
confinement is not expected, the operator may either preserve the scene, or collect
relevant physical data and photographs as specified by the division.  The division
shall be notified immediately upon learning that the injured person has been admitted
to the hospital for medical treatment.  Head injuries that result in loss of
consciousness at the site shall be reported immediately.

2. Keep on file a report of all accidents and occupational injuries occurring on the mine
property for review by the division mine inspector.  Such records shall be kept for
five years.

INQUIRY: What specific physical data should be collected by the operator to comply with 4 VAC 
25-40-50? 

REVIEW: The Safety & Health Regulations for Mineral Mining, 1998 allow the mine 
operator to continue operating in an area where an accident has occurred if the 
accident was not fatal or is not anticipated to be classified as a "serious personal 
injury" as defined in the Virginia Mineral Mine Safety Act.  In such cases, the 
operator assumes the responsibility to collect physical evidence and photographs 
in case the accident later results in a fatality or a serious personal injury. 

INQUIRY 
RESPONSE: In order to comply with Regulation 4 VAC 25-40-50, the operator or his agent is to 

collect the following information regarding an accident where hospitalization is not 
anticipated and the Division of Mineral Mining is not contacted.  If the operator or his 
agent cannot collect this information, then he must contact the Division of Mineral 
Mining by the quickest available means to determine what relevant data and photos are to 
be collected. 

• The date and time of the accident;

• The name, address, and telephone number of the injured person;

• Polaroid or 35 mm pictures of the accident site and equipment involved.  Pictures
should be documented with date, time name or photographer, and brief description of
the photo taken;

• Any physical evidence which may be relevant to the accident;

• Identification of any equipment involved in the accident, including serial and model
numbers, maintenance & inspection records;



• Accurate measurement of the accident scene and a scale drawing where such
documentation would assist in the evaluation of the accident;

• Documentation that equipment or machinery involved in the accident has been
reinspected after the accident by a competent person and documented by the certified
foreman before being put back into service;

• List of witnesses with addresses and telephone numbers; and

• Name, address and telephone number of the employer if other than the licensed mine
operator.
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