
Appeal Comments submitted by Buchanan Energy 
 
We seek to update the relief sought in two areas: 1) The Director has issued two conflicting rulings. We 
seek to correct that flaw in the record by having his oral ruling applied to a revised written ruling. 2) As 
property owner, we join in the appeal of Diversified in this matter, thus preventing any perceived lack of 
standing that may be raised against Diversified. Also, we maintain that Diversified has standing 
independent of our own participation. 
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THOMAS L. PRUITT
9/ttornet/ atLasr

Practicing as a Professional Corporation

1080 WALNUT STREET
P.O. BOX 1080

GRUNDY, VIRGINIA 246 I 4

February 24, 2026

Virginia Department of Energy
Gas and Oil Program
3405 Mountain Empire Road
Big Stone Gap, VA 24219
Attention: James P. Skorupa,
Director of the Gas and Oil Division
Sarah Gilmer, Board and Permitting Specialist

Certified Mails 9509 0710 5270 1012 5052 23

EEP CSM F37A lYIP1.

Objection to Applicationfor Well Permit
Application /I/umber 641 70

Dear Mr. Skorupa:

I enclose for filing on behalf of Buchanan Energy Company, LLC, their objection to the above
referenced application for well permit.

Ifyou have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Sincerely,

Thomas L. Pruitt,

Attorney at Law

TLP/dd

cc by email w/enclosures:

Mark A. Swaitz, Esq.
Shaun Lundy Esq.
Benjamin A. Street
Charity Barger

J. Scott Sexton
Scott A. Stephenson
Kathleen L. Wright

{276) 935-4525 tlpruittCetipruittlaw.cornPage Number: 3



VIRGINIA: BEFORE THE GAS AND OIL INSPECTOR

POCAHONTAS GAS LLC

BUCHANAN ENERGY COMPANY, LLC

)

)

) CBM F37A W/PL
)

)

OBJECTION TO APPLICATION FOR WELL PERMIT

Pursuant to Va Code Ann. 5 45.2-1637 and Virginia Administrative Code
4VAC25-150-140, the surface owner hereby files in writing this objection to the
application for well permit set forth below, and in support of its objection states
as follows:

1. Name of the objecting party: 4VAC25-150-140 C. 1. The name of the
objecting party is Buchanan Energy Company, LLC (hereinafter referred
to as "Buchanan Energy").

Q. Objection is timely: 4VAC25-150-140 B. and C. 2. Actual notice of the
well permit was received on February 9, 2026. See the attached USPS
tracking information attached. This objection is filed within fifteen (15)
days of receipt of notice of the application and thus is timely.

3. Identification of the proposed activity being objected to: Buchanan
Energy objects to the proposed drilling of the coalbed well /pipeline
described in Application Number 64170, Operations Name CBM F37A
W/PL, filed by Pocahontas Gas LLC on or about January 29, 2026.

4. Standing to object: Va Code Ann. 5 1632 D. Buchanan Energy has
standing to object to the issuance of the proposed permit because it is
entitled notice under Va Code Ann. 5 1632 A. 1. and A. 3.

S. Basis for the objection: Va Code Ann. 5 45.2-1637. "Location of the
coalbed methane well and/or coalbed methane well pipeline will
unreasonably infringe on the surface owner's use of the surface..."

a. Buchanan Energy is the surface owner at the well location, and the
permittee does not have surface rights sufficient to drill the
proposed well on Buchanan Energy's surface. Survey data to
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locate the proposed well in relation to Buchanan Energy's surface
property will be provided for review at the informal hearing.

b. As Buchanan Energy is a non-consenting owner within the drilling
unit, the operator does not have the automatic right to use
Buchanan Energy's surface.

c. The operator has not reached a voluntary agreement with
Buchanan Energy to construct a well pad, to drill the well, or to
construct roads and pipelines across Buchanan Energy's surface.

d. The operator lacks a valid mineral interest sufficient to allow it to
use Buchanan Energy's surface to drill the proposed well.

6. Available alternative sites: Va Code Ann. 5 45.2-1637. Reasonable
alternative sites exist off Buchanan Energy's property onto surface tracts
over which the operator has sufficient surface rights.

7. Request for a stay: 4VAC25-150-140 C. 5. Buchanan Energy requests
a stay to the granting of the permit application. As justification for the
stay:

a. Buchanan Energy and the operator will avoid future litigation for
trespass provided the location of the well can be agreed upon with
respect to Buchanan Energy's boundary line; and,

b. Buchanan Energy's property rights regarding this unit and the
grant of operator status to Pocahontas are both issues on appeal to
the Circuit Court of Buchanan County, Virginia and a stay should
be granted pending decision by the Circuit Court.

8. Other information to provide: 4VAC25-150-140 C. 6. This objection
should be read in conjunction with the corresponding objection filed
electronically this day by Buchanan Energy with the Gas and Oil
Director in the Client Services Section of the Gas and Oil Data
Information System at the following address:
https://www.energy.virginia.gov/dgollnquiry because that electronic
form did not provide for the additional information contained in this
document.
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WHEREFORE, Buchanan Energy requests that the Director fix a time and
place for an informal fact-finding hearing concerning this objection that is not
less than 20 nor more than 30 days after this objection is filed.

BUCHANAN ENERGY COMPANY, LLC

By Counsel

Thomas L. Pruitt, Esq. (VSB No. 21768)
Thomas L. Pruitt, Attorney at Law P.C.
P.O. Box 1080
1080 Walnut Street
Grundy, VA 24614
(276) 935-4525 - Telephone
(276) 935-7905 - Facsimile
tlpruit~tlpruittlaw.corn

Counsel for Buchanan Energy Company, LLC

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I certify that on February 24, 2026, the foregoing Objection was filed
electronically with the Gas and Oil Director in the Client Services Section of the
Gas and Oil Data Information System at the following address:
https://www.energy.virginia.gov/dgollnquiry, and a true copy of this detailed
objection was mailed by certified mail, postage prepaid, return receipt requested
to: Virginia Department of Energy, Gas and Oil Program, 3405 Mountain
Empire Road, Big Stone Gap, VA 24219, (276) 415-9700, Attention: James P.
Skorupa, Director of the Gas and Oil Division and Sarah Gilmer, Board and
Permitting Specialist. I also certify delivery on the same date by email of a copy
of this Objection to the following individuals:

Mark A. Swartz, Esq.
Hi(liard S Swartz LLP
124 Capitol Street, Ste.201
Charleston, WV 25301
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304.729.9000 office
304.932.8887 cell
mswartz@outlook.corn

Shaun Lundy Esq.
Penn Stuart
804 Anderson Street Bristol, TN 3 7620
slundy pennstuart.corn
Counsel for Coronado Coal LLC

Benjamin A. Street (V SB No. 411 [8)
Charity Barger (VSB No. 93380)
Street Law Firm, LLP
P.O. Box 2100
142 Riverview Street Grundy, VA 24614
Phone: (276) 935-2128
Fax: (276) 935-4162
bas@streetlawfirm.corn
cab@streetlawfirm.corn

J. Scott Sexton (VSB No. 29284)
Scott A. Stephenson {VSB No, 88020)
Kathleen L. Wright {VSB No. 48942)
GENTRY LOCKE
P.O, Box 40013
Roanoke, VA 24022-0013
Phone: (540) 983-9300
Fax: {540) 983-9400
sexton@gentrylocke.corn
stephenson gentrylocke.corn
wright@gentrylocke.corn

James P. Skorupa, Director of the Gas and Oil Division
Sarah Gilmer, Board and Permitting Specialist
Division of Gas and Oil
Virginia Department of Energy
Office: 276-523-8137
Cell: 276-393-5507
sarah.gilmer energy.virginia.gov

Thomas L. Pruitt (VSB 21768)
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USPS Tracking FAQs &

Track Packages Get the free Informed Delivery feature to receive
Learn More

Anytime, Anywhere automated notifications on your packages

Ihttpsd/tsg.uspsx:ont/xseliraptnuspsroolsatot=ho nepsgsasnneraappuRLdtaps%SA%2F%2ptnfonneddetlvsty uspsoont/hox/pages/lnho/stakaogon)

Tracking Number.

9589071052701400809030

Remove X

Copy Add to Informed Delivery (httpsh//informeddelivety.usps.corn/l

Latest Update

Your item was delivered to an individual at the
address at 1:33 pm on February 9, 2026 in BRISTOL,
VA 24202.

Delivered
Delivered, Left with Individual

BRISTOL, VA 24202
February 9, 2026, 1:33 pm

See Ail Tracking History

Get More Out of USPS Tracking:

USPS Tracking Plus 

What Do USPS Tracking Statuses
Mean?(httpsi/faq.usps.corn/s/article/Where-

Is-my-package)

Text S Email Updates

USPS Tracking Plus 

Product Information

See Less W

Track Another Package

Enter tracking or barcode numbers
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THOMAS L. PRUITT
ptttarney at MN

Practicing as a Professional Corporation

1080 WALNUT STREET
P.O. BOX 1080

GRUNDY, VIRGINIA 24614

February 25, 2026

James P. Skorupa, Director
Virginia Department of Energy
Gas and Oil Program
3405 Mountain Empire Road
Big Stone Gap, VA 24219

via email

RET CBM F37A WIPL
Objection to Applicationfor 8'ellPermit
Application Number 641 70

Dear Mr. Skorupa:

I have received today's correspondence from Mr. Swartz. His assertions are factually incorrect.

The question we place before you with our objection is where the proposed well is positioned in
relation to accurate boundary lines. The Buchanan Energy objection challenges the accuracy of
the property boundaries shown in the application, and thus the proposed location of the well.

The evidence we will present at the informal hearing contradicts the boundaries shown on the
application plat.

Sincerely,

Thomas L. Pruitt,~ 'f
Attorney at Law

cc by email: Mark A. Swartz, Esq.
Benjamin A. Street
Scott A. Stephenson
Sarah Gilmer

(276) 935-4525 tlpruittCntlpruittlaw.cornPage Number: 9



HILLIARD & SWARTZ„,

LAW OFFICES

124 Capitol Street Suite 201, Charleston, West Virginia 25301 Phone 304.729.9000 Fax 304.729.0099

February 25, 2026

Via email Phil.Skoruoa(menerav.virainia.corn

James P. Skorupa, Director
Virginia Department of Energy
Gas 8 Oil Program
Virginia Department of Energy
3405 Mountain Empire Road
Big Stone Gap, VA 24210

Re: Response to Buchanan Energy Objection to well work permit
application 64170 CBM F37A WIPL

Dear Mr. Skorupa,

I received Mr. Pruitt's Objection(s) referenced above. Please summarily reject
same as without basis/standing. The permit application clearly shows that the well and
anticipated surface disturbance are not located on Buchanan Energy surface.

Thank you for your attention to this matter.

CC: Thomas Pruitt, Esq., via email
Sarah Gilmer, via email
Beverly Webb, via email
Kelli Berry, via email
Kristian Jamieson, Esq., via email
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BILLIARD dk SWARTZ-
LAW OFFICES

124 Capitol Street Suite 201, Charleston, West Virginia 25301 Phone 304.729.9000 Fax 304.729.0099

May 7, 2026

James P. Skorupa, Director
Virginia Department of Energy
Gas 8 Oil Program
Virginia Department of Energy
3405 Mountain Empire Road
Big Stone Gap, VA 24210

Re: Pruitt letter of May 6 and Street letter of May 7 about CBM F37A

Dear Mr. Skorupa,

I offer the following unsolicited advice regarding the referenced letters: Simply
ignore them.

Nothing happened at the recent IFFH because when Pocahontas Gas reviewed
the Buchanan Energy objection it discovered that the proposed well would be located
upon Buchanan's surface, given a recent Coronado survey that indicated the line in
question had "moved."

Pocahontas filed a permit modification and mailed/re-noticed every one of its
change in well location off Buchanan surface. This triggered another opportunity to
object, /.e., 15 days from receipt of the modification.

No permit has been granted nor will one be granted on the original permit
application. If and when a permit is issued or denied, it will address the modification.

Diversified and Buchanan need to make their objections to the modified
application, or not.

I remain amused by Diversified's assertion that its 4-page missive is not intended
"to create unnecessary administrative burdens;" Diversified has given you 24 hours to
dodge another appeal. I guess that giving you 72 hours would be a burden.
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James P. Skorupa, Director
May 7, 2026
Page 2

cc: Sarah Gilmer, via email
Beverly Webb, via email
Kelli Barry, via email
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THOMAS L. PRUITT
Attrrrney atMsfr

Practicing as a Professional Corporation
10BO WALNUT STREET

P.O. BOX 1080
GRUNDY, VIRGINlA 24614

May 6, 2026 via email

Mr. James Skorupa
Division of Gas and Oil Director
Virginia Department ofEnergy
3405 Mountain Empire Road
Big Stone Gap, VA 24219

RE: Informal hearing of application 64170, CBM F37A W/PL

Dear Director Skorupa:

With reference to the referenced informal conference, your announced decision on the record
was that you were dismissing the original CNX/Pocahontas well application and providing
Buchanan Energy 15 days from actual service of the newly filed modification to respond.
However we find that upon receipt, your written ruling mistakenly states that you have instead
dismissed the property owner's objection. This has created an ambiguity in the record, and we
believe that the written decision is a mistake. We ask that you issue a corrected written decision.

First, how can the director rule against Buchanan Energy's unopposed, valid evidence and
dismiss our objection? There is no unanswered question of fact. The original application clearly
placed the well on Buchanan Energy's surface, without permission.

Second, the new evidence of permit modification was not before you at the hearing. Notice was
required before the permit modification could be considered at the informal hearing. Buchanan
Energy could not respond to the modification because no one in the organization had even seen
it. I was handed portions of the written modification at the conference after the taking of
evidence was closed.

Your oral ruling on the record was the proper ruling because it preserved due process and the
landowner's right to a fair hearing.

We ask you to consider that Mr. Swartz and his clients had several opportunities to advise aII

parties of their permit modification in advance of the hearing date. Instead, they chose to do so

after Buchanan Energy had expended the time and expense of preparing a certified land survey,

preparing their witnesses, travel to and attending the informal conference, and actually putting on
their evidence. We believe that the CNX/Pocahontas Gas actions were unfair by design. You will
note that they offered no explanation or excuse for the late notice.

(276) 935-4525 tlpruittCetipruittlaw.cornPage Number: 13



THOMAS L. PRUITT
Attorney at Catv

Letter to Director Skorupa
Informal hearing ofApril 27, 2026
May 6, 2026
Page -2-

If you dismiss Buchanan Energy's objection, CNX/Pocahontas will be rewarded for their actions
because they have suffered no adverse consequences. To my client, this all tends to make the
informal hearing process suspect.

incerel

Thomas L. Pruitt
Attorney at Law, P.C.

TLP/

cc: Jim Bunn II
Mark Swartz
Ben Street
Scott Stephenson
Gus W. Jannsen, Chairman VGOB
Jessica Cooper
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VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY
GAS AND OIL PROGRAM

NOTICE OF INFORMAL FACT FINDING HEARING

Docket Number IFFH 1041

In regard to Pocahontas Gas LLC

Proposed Permit for New Coalbed/Pipeline
Application 64170 for CBM F37A W/PL
Located in the Garden District of Buchanan County, Virginia

§45.2-1637. Objections to permits

All testimony in this conference must be relevant to objections allowed for and detailed in the Gas and Oil Act 
in this section.

Date and Location of Conference:
The hearing is scheduled for Monday, April 27, 2026, beginning at 01:00 PM. The hearing will be held at 
Virginia Energy Training Center, 2677 Steelsburg Highway, Suite 2 Cedar Bluff, Virginia. Contact the Gas 
and Oil Team at (276) 415-9700 with any questions.

In Accordance with §45.2-1637.G. of the Code of Virginia, the Gas and Oil Director has scheduled an 
Informal Fact Finding Hearing (IFFH) to consider objections received from James O. Bunn II, Manager, to be 
affected by the above-named operation(s). The objection by the Surface Owner was received at the office of 
the Gas and Oil Program in a timely manner and in accordance with §45.2-1637. This notice of hearing is 
being sent to the permit applicant and to all parties with standing to object as prescribed by §45.2-1632. All 
parties are entitled to be represented by counsel at the hearing, if desired. Those receiving notice of this 
proceeding and who did not object to the application are not required to attend.

The objections have been filed by a Surface Owner against the permit applications for Pocahontas Gas 
LLC for operation CBM F37A W/PL in accordance with:

Specific directions and other important information can be accessed from the Virginia Department of 
Energy website: http://www.energy.virginia.gov/gas-oil/gasoil.shtml 

B. The only objections to permits or permit modifications that may be raised by Surface Owners are:

4. The location of the coalbed methane well or coalbed methane well pipeline would unreasonably
infringe on the surface owner’s use of the surface. Note: This is only considered grounds to object, if a
reasonable alternative site is available within the unit, and granting the objection will not materially
impair any right contained in an agreement, valid at the time of the objection, between the surface
owner and the operator or their predecessors or successors in interest.

1 of 2
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Informal Fact Finding Hearings are to be conducted according to provisions of the Administrative 
Processes Act of the Code of Virginia (§2.2-4019). In reaching a decision, the Director may rely upon any 
public data, field research, documents, and testimony given at the hearings.

James P. Skorupa, Director

Virginia Department of Energy
Gas and Oil Program
3405 Mountain Empire Road
Big Stone Gap, VA  24219

This notice was prepared on Friday, March 20, 2026, and will be sent by certified mail, return receipt 
requested, to every person with standing to object as prescribed by §45.2-1632.

2 of 2
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Virginia Department of Energy
Gas and Oil Program

3405 Mountain Empire Road
Big Stone Gap, VA  24219
Telephone: (276) 415-9700
Fax: (276) 523-8121

James P. Skorupa, Director
Gas and Oil Program

By Decision of the Director in

Informal Fact Finding Conference 1041

James O. Bunn II, Manager - Buchanan Energy Company LLC

vs.

Pocahontas Gas LLC

Permit Application for Gas and Oil operations:

Coalbed/Pipeline Operations CBM F37A W/PL, Application 64170

1 of 3
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§45.2-1637. Objections to permits; hearing

B. The only objections to permits or permit modifications that may be raised by Surface Owners are:
4. The location of the coalbed methane well or coalbed methane well pipeline would unreasonably 
infringe on the surface owner’s use of the surface. Note: This is only considered grounds to object, if a 
reasonable alternative site is available within the unit, and granting the objection will not materially 
impair any right contained in an agreement, valid at the time of the objection, between the surface 
owner and the operator or their predecessors or successors in interest.

Hearing Date and Place

IFFH 1041 was convened on Monday, April 27, 2026 at 1:00 PM, at Virginia Energy Training Center, 2677 
Steelsburg Highway, Suite 2 Cedar Bluff, Virginia. All parties with standing to object to Permit Application 
#64170 were notified of the time and place by United States Postal Service, certified mail, return receipt 
requested.

The objections filed by James O. Bunn II, Manager - Buchanan Energy Company LLC against the permit 
application #64170 were in accordance with objections provided by law under §45.2-1637.

Background

Coalbed/Pipeline operations CBM F37A W/PL, Application 64170, Pocahontas Gas LLC was received at the 
Virginia Department of Energy Gas and Oil Program on 4/24/2026. The evidence regarding the application 
and objections filed support the fact that the objections were timely and appropriate under Virginia statute.

2 of 3
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Appearances

James Skorupa - Director, Division of Mineral Mining and Division of Gas and Oil

Tom Pruitt – Counsel for Buchanan Energy Company, LLC

Jason Davidson – Property Manager – Buchanan Energy Company, LLC

Richard Bailey – Land Surveyor – Bailey Engineering and Land

Mark Swartz – Counsel for Pocahontas Gas, LLC

Buchanan Energy Company, LLC, filed an objection as the Surface Owner to Pocahontas Gas, LLC’s Permit 
Application #64170. Between the time the original application was submitted and the time of the IFFH of the 
objection, Pocahontas Gas, LLC, filed revisions to the original permit application moving the proposed well 
location, which directly affects the subject of the objection. Due to the change in Permit Application #64170, 
Buchanan Energy Company, LLC’s objection to the original application is dismissed and denied on this basis.

NOTE: The revision to Permit Application #64170 requires re-notification to the parties as provided by the law 
and regulations for Gas and Oil. Buchanan Energy Company, LLC, has 15 days from the date of receipt of the 
re-notification to review the revisions and file an objection to the revised Permit Application if they chose to 
do so.

Based on testimony and the permit application, it is, therefore, the decision of the Director to 
deny objections to permit Application 64170 for operations CBM F37A W/PL. The Permit 
Application for operations CBM F37A W/PL will be assessed and issued under standard Division 
of Gas and Oil permit procedures.

Signed Thursday, April 30, 2026

James P. Skorupa, Director
Virginia Department of Energy
Gas and Oil Program

Right of Appeal

Any person with standing under §45.2-1632 who is aggrieved by this decision of the Director may appeal 
the decision to the Virginia Gas and Oil Board by filing a petition with the Board within ten days following 
the decision (§45.2-1638). No petition or appeal may raise any matter other than matters raised by the 
Director or which the petitioner put in issue either by application or by objections, proposals, or claims 
made and specified in writing at the informal fact finding conference.

3 of 3
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~ UNITEOSTBTES
M~ PoSTIIL SEIIvICE

May 8, 2026

Dear S Gilmer:

The following is in response to your request for proof of delivery on your item with the tracking number:

7020 2450 0000 5322 8909.

Item Details

Status:
Status Date/Time:
Location:
Postal Product:
Extra Services:

Shipment Details

Weight:

Recipient Signature

Delivered, Left with Individual

May 5, 2026, 11:57 am

CHARLESTON, WV 25301
First-Class

Mail'ertified

Mail™

Return Receipt Electronic

2.0oz

ag to e oi Recipient:

Address of Recipient:

1 24 CAPITOL ST, CHARLESTON,
tNV 233C1

Note: Scanned image may reflect a different destination address due to Intended Recifgient's delivery instructions on file.

Thank you for selecting the United States Postal Service'or your mailing needs. If you require additional
assistance, please contact your local Post Office™ or a Postal representative at 1-800-222-1811.

Sincerely,
United States Postal Service'75

L'Enfant Plaza SW
Washington, D.C. 20260-0004
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~ UNITEO5T4TES
M~ POSTEL SERVICE

May 11, 2026

Dear S Gilmer:

The following is in response to your request for proof of delivery on your item with the tracking number:

7020 2450 0000 5322 8930.

Item Details

Status:
Status Date/Time:
Location:
Postal Product:
Extra Services:

Shipment Details

Weight:

Recipient Signature

Delivered, Individual Picked Up at Postal Facility

May 11, 2026, 11 f38 am
GRUNDY, VA 24614
First-Class Mails

Certified Mail™

Return Receipt Electronic

1.0oz

Signature of Recipient

Address of Recipient

fgk l.estc v

")IIIII/II
Note: Scanned image may reflect a different destination address due to Intended Recipienrs delivery instructions on file.

Thank you for selecting the Llnited States Postal Service'or your mailing needs. If you require additional
assistance, please contact your local Post Office™ or a Postal representative at 1-800-222-1811.

Sincerely,
United States Postal Service'75

L'Enfant Plaza SW
Washington, D.C. 20260-0004
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U.S. Postal Service'"
CERTIFIED MAILs RECEIPT
Domestic Mail Only

6""O'PAP4)tC I A L,~MB%,
Cerhheduhllrea Ss

Ln s err

pres rreahh&sadaus a aFg-rvi r" dID s ahrrdrh

t3hrhsarrsdesshshsesd a
r3hdeh aaesshsrs esalered seamy a 7 5 \ . a 4'a.re

s
sir'0" r""s""r

ca: c)o Thomas t pruitt
1080 Walnut Street
P. 0. Box 1080
Grundy, VA 24614 Mailing NOH for IFFH 1041
lF37Al
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April 20, 2026 

 

Dear S Gilmer: 

 

The following is in response to your request for proof of delivery on your item with the tracking number:

7020 2450 0000 5322 8862. 

 

 
Thank you for selecting the United States Postal Service® for your mailing needs. If you require additional
assistance, please contact your local Post Office™ or a Postal representative at 1-800-222-1811. 
 
Sincerely, 
United States Postal Service®

 

475 L'Enfant Plaza SW 
Washington, D.C. 20260-0004 

Item Details

Status: Delivered, Individual Picked Up at Post Office
Status Date / Time: March 30, 2026, 11:29 am
Location: GRUNDY, VA 24614
Postal Product: First-Class Mail®

Extra Services: Certified Mail™

Return Receipt Electronic

Shipment Details

Weight: 1.0oz

Recipient Signature

Signature of Recipient:

Address of Recipient:

Note: Scanned image may reflect a different destination address due to Intended Recipient's delivery instructions on file.

UNITEDSTdTES~~ POSTAL SEII VICE

PQ BOX 1080

Page Number: 24



April 20, 2026 

 

Dear S Gilmer: 

 

The following is in response to your request for proof of delivery on your item with the tracking number:

7020 2450 0000 5322 8879. 

 

 
Thank you for selecting the United States Postal Service® for your mailing needs. If you require additional
assistance, please contact your local Post Office™ or a Postal representative at 1-800-222-1811. 
 
Sincerely, 
United States Postal Service®

 

475 L'Enfant Plaza SW 
Washington, D.C. 20260-0004 

Item Details

Status: Delivered, Left with Individual
Status Date / Time: March 27, 2026, 12:52 pm
Location: CHARLESTON, WV 25301
Postal Product: First-Class Mail®

Extra Services: Certified Mail™

Return Receipt Electronic

Shipment Details

Weight: 1.0oz

Recipient Signature

Signature of Recipient:

Address of Recipient:

Note: Scanned image may reflect a different destination address due to Intended Recipient's delivery instructions on file.

UNITEDSTdTES~~ POSTAL SEII VICE

124 CAPITOL ST, CHARLESTON,
WV 25301
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Pocahontas Gas LLC 
UNIT F37 

Tract Identifications 

"This title block is for general informational purposes only and does not reflect an analysis of the severance deed and its effect 
upon coal bed methane ownership and should not be relied upon for such purpose." 

Page 1 of 2 
6/13/25 REV. 9/17/25 

1. Cecilia Cox Compton Trust (35.00 Acre Tract) – Fee
Buchanan Mining Company LLC – P-3 Seam Leased
Appalachian Energy, Inc. – CBM Leased
17.66 Acres 22.0750%

1A. Cecilia Cox Compton Trust – Surface
1B. Commonwealth of Virginia (S.R. 628) – Surface

2. William B. Dennis, et al (16.67 Acre Tract) – All Minerals
Buchanan Mining Company LLC – Coal Below Tiller Seam Leased
Pocahontas Gas LLC – Oil, Gas, and CBM Leased
Ronnie Page Compton, et ux – Surface
8.02 Acres 10.0250%

3A. Buchanan Energy Company, LLC (1232.67 Acre Tract) – Minerals
Southwest Virginia Mining Company, LLC – P-3, War Creek, Jawbone, and Red Ash Seams Leased
Buchanan Mining Company LLC – P3 Seam Sub-Leased
Diversified Production – CBM Leased
40.14 Acres 50.175%

3A-1. Buchanan Energy Company, LLC – Surface 
3A-2. Luther Davis, et ux – Surface 
3A-3. Geneva Laura Compton – Surface 
3A-4. Lonnie Wayne Compton, et ux – Surface 
3A-5. Commonwealth of Virginia (S.R. 628) – Surface 
3A-6. Hazel Marie Kelly – Surface 

3B. Buchanan Energy Company, LLC (1232.67 Acre Tract) – Minerals 
Southwest Virginia Mining Company, LLC – P-3, War Creek, Jawbone, and Red Ash Seams Leased 
Buchanan Mining Company LLC – P3 Seam Sub-Leased 
Appalachian Energy – Oil and Gas Leased (Retained Acres) 
Diversified Production – CBM Leased 
0.97 Acres 1.2125% 

3B-1. Buchanan Energy Company, LLC – Surface 

4A. Dorothy A. Hill, et al (29.07 Acre Tract) – Minerals 
Pocahontas Gas LLC – Oil, Gas, and Gas Leased 
12.56 Acres 15.7000% 

4A-1. Luther Davis, et ux – Surface 
4A-2. Commonwealth of Virginia (S.R. 628) – Surface 
4A-3. Hazel Marie Kelly – Surface 
4A-4. Lester Guthrie Jessup – Surface 

Original Submission
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Pocahontas Gas LLC 
UNIT F37 

Tract Identifications 

"This title block is for general informational purposes only and does not reflect an analysis of the severance deed and its effect 
upon coal bed methane ownership and should not be relied upon for such purpose." 
 

Page 2 of 2 
6/13/25 REV. 9/17/25 

 
4B. Dorothy A. Hill, et al (29.07 Acre Tract) – Minerals 
 Appalachian Energy – Oil and Gas Leased (Retained Acres) 

Pocahontas Gas LLC – CBM Leased 
0.64 Acres 0.8000% 

 
4B-1. Luther Davis, et ux – Surface 
4B-2. Lester Guthrie Jessup – Surface 
4B-3. Hazel Marie Kelly – Surface 
 
5. Alta Stanford, et al (26.13 Acre Tract) – All Minerals 
 Buchanan Mining Company LLC – Coal Below Jawbone Seam Leased 
 Stella Crist - Surface 

0.01 Acres 0.0125% 
 

Page Number: 27



200 Dwelling
radius

S 36°52'19" E
374.16'

509.97'
S 29°40'42" E

1A
2

1B

3A-5

4A-2

3A-2

3A-5

3A-1

3A-4

3A-3

3A-2 3A-13A-3

3A-6
4A-2

4B-2

4B-3

3B-1

4B-14A-4

4A-3

4A-1

5

4A-1 4A-5

G38A   S 30° 38' 07" E 1623.82
G38B  S 18° 36' 25" E 1565.44
G39I  S 83° 02' 30" E 2343.97
H37E   S 13° 37' 46" W 2339.27
420    N  44°30' 09"  W    2085.37
421   N 51° 31' 07" E 1884.11

BEARINGS AND DISTANCE TO
WELLS WITHIN 2500'

AE-197 S 45° 47' 56" W 1936.07
AE 198    S 63° 28' 07" W    1170.19
AE-201    N 24°03' 48" E    2317.33
AE-205 S 18° 55' 53" E 1568.49
EH-15    S 80°31' 48"   W    1881.17
E & H #34    N 29° 11' 34" E    2401.45
EH-35    S 82° 37' 03" E 2128.92
G37   S 11° 23' 16" W 1605.10
G37A   S 45° 34' 37" W 1925.65
G38   S 39° 51' 59" E 1711.06

Original Submission
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Pocahontas Gas LLC 
UNIT F37 

Tract Identifications 

"This title block is for general informational purposes only and does not reflect an analysis of the severance deed and its effect 
upon coal bed methane ownership and should not be relied upon for such purpose." 
 

Page 1 of 2 
6/13/25 REV. 9/17/25, 4/6/26 

 
 
1. Cecilia Cox Compton Trust (35.00 Acre Tract) – Fee 
 Buchanan Mining Company LLC – P-3 Seam Leased 
 Appalachian Energy, Inc. – CBM Leased 

16.37 Acres 20.4625% 
 
1A. Cecilia Cox Compton Trust – Surface 
1B. Commonwealth of Virginia (S.R. 628) – Surface 
 
2. William B. Dennis, et al (16.67 Acre Tract) – All Minerals 
 Buchanan Mining Company LLC – Coal Below Tiller Seam Leased 
 Pocahontas Gas LLC – Oil, Gas, and CBM Leased 
 Ronnie Page Compton, et ux – Surface 

7.05 Acres 8.8125% 
 
3A. Buchanan Energy Company, LLC (1232.67 Acre Tract) – Minerals 
 Southwest Virginia Mining Company, LLC – P-3, War Creek, Jawbone, and Red Ash Seams Leased 

Buchanan Mining Company LLC – P3 Seam Sub-Leased 
 Diversified Production – CBM Leased 

42.40 Acres 53.0000% 
 
3A-1. Buchanan Energy Company, LLC – Surface 
3A-2. Luther Davis, et ux – Surface 
3A-3. Geneva Laura Compton – Surface 
3A-4. Lonnie Wayne Compton, et ux – Surface 
3A-5. Commonwealth of Virginia (S.R. 628) – Surface 
3A-6. Hazel Marie Kelly – Surface 
 
3B. Buchanan Energy Company, LLC (1232.67 Acre Tract) – Minerals 
 Southwest Virginia Mining Company, LLC – P-3, War Creek, Jawbone, and Red Ash Seams Leased 

Buchanan Mining Company LLC – P3 Seam Sub-Leased 
 Appalachian Energy – Oil and Gas Leased (Retained Acres) 

Diversified Production – CBM Leased 
0.97 Acres 1.2125% 
 

3B-1. Buchanan Energy Company, LLC – Surface 
 
4A. Dorothy A. Hill, et al (29.07 Acre Tract) – Minerals 
 Pocahontas Gas LLC – Oil, Gas, and Gas Leased 

12.56 Acres 15.7000% 
 
4A-1. Luther Davis, et ux – Surface 
4A-2. Commonwealth of Virginia (S.R. 628) – Surface 
4A-3. Hazel Marie Kelly – Surface 
4A-4. Lester Guthrie Jessup – Surface 

Page Number: 29



Pocahontas Gas LLC 
UNIT F37 

Tract Identifications 

"This title block is for general informational purposes only and does not reflect an analysis of the severance deed and its effect 
upon coal bed methane ownership and should not be relied upon for such purpose." 
 

Page 2 of 2 
6/13/25 REV. 9/17/25, 4/6/26 

 
4B. Dorothy A. Hill, et al (29.07 Acre Tract) – Minerals 
 Appalachian Energy – Oil and Gas Leased (Retained Acres) 

Pocahontas Gas LLC – CBM Leased 
0.64 Acres 0.8000% 

 
4B-1. Luther Davis, et ux – Surface 
4B-2. Lester Guthrie Jessup – Surface 
4B-3. Hazel Marie Kelly – Surface 
 
5. Alta Stanford, et al (26.13 Acre Tract) – All Minerals 
 Buchanan Mining Company LLC – Coal Below Jawbone Seam Leased 
 Stella Crist - Surface 

0.01 Acres 0.0125% 
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4,065

WO I xi I
THE ACTUAL WELL LOCATION WILL BE WITHIN 10 FEET OF THE PROPOSED Loc 0ATI N ACCORDING To 4 VAC 25— 150 — 290 AND 451 — 551 50

WELL LOCATION PLAT
Company POCAHONTAS GAS LLC Well Name or Number

I = 400WILLIAM B. DENNIS, ET AL (16.67 ACRE TRACT) ScaleTract No

Dis ric PATTERSONBUCHANAN District. GARDEN Quadrangle
Elevation 6 Well Elevation Determined By Trig. Levels From Pocahontas Gas I LC Benchmarks

N 554,961.56 E 1,015,926.95 (Virginia State Plane — South Zone — NAD'7)Well Coordinates
N 3,655,841 71 E 10,496,915.12 (Virginia State Plane — South Zone — NAD 85)Well Coordinates

This plat is a new plat an updated plat X; or a final plat

Denotes the location of a well on United States Topographic Maps, scale I to+ 24,000, latitude and longitude lines being represented by border lines as shown.

Form DGO — GO — 7
Rev. 9/91 Licensed professional Engineer or Licensed Land Surveyor (Affix Seal)
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200 Dwelling
radius

1A
2

1B

3A-5

4A-2

3A-2

3A-5

3A-1

3A-4

3A-3

3A-2
3A-13A-3

3A-6
4A-2

4B-2

4B-3

3B-1

4B-14A-4

4A-3

4A-1

5

4A-1 4A-5

146.17'
N 57°39'43" W

S 33°35'54" E
36.51'

BEARINGS AND DISTANCE
TO WELLS WITHIN 2500'
420 N 43° 31' 17" W 1943.33
421 N 55° 36' 20" E 1937.06
AE163 S 74° 55' 22" W 2009.29
AE-196 S 10° 42' 58" W 2419.82
AE-197 S 41° 31' 29" W 1907.35
AE-198 S 56° 56' 52" W 1101.75
AE-201 N 27° 40' 04" E 2300.84
AE-205  S 22° 02' 34" E 1684.97
EH-15 S 77° 22' 59" W 1774.89
EH-34 N 32° 40' 56" E 2397.88
EH-35S 87° 57' 38" E 2214.33
F37B S 89° 19' 31" W 768.25
F37C S 81° 38' 59" W 1014.13
F37E N 26° 56' 23" W 1874.71
F37F N 45° 21' 56" W 1929.79

F38 N 75° 08' 22" E 2125.23
F38A N 84° 00' 41" E 1145.94
F38B S 73° 57' 02" E 814.31
F38C N 55° 21' 28" E 1940.31
F38D N 48° 00' 44" E 1320.16
G37 S 6° 40' 46" W 1662.98
G37A S 41° 16' 36" W 1897.52
G37B S 57° 34' 16" W 1113.65
G37C S 63° 42' 13" W 1613.07
G38 S 41° 14' 58" E 1850.77
G38A S 32° 48' 13" E 1755.28
G38B S 21° 44' 48" E 1681.47
G39I S 81° 35' 32" E 2476.83
H37E S 10° 18' 32" W 2390.17

4/6/26
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IFFH 1041 Video Link: 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h7RT1pimEKo 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h7RT1pimEKo
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COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA

COUNTY OF RUSSELL, to-wit:

I, Richard L. Bailey, being first duly sworn, depose and state as follows:

1. My name is Richard L. Bailey. I am President and owner of Bailey Engineering &

Land Surveying, Inc., P.C., a Virginia corporation. My curriculum vitae/resume

showing my education and experience has been filed with this affidavit.

2. I am a resident of the Commonwealth of Virginia, over the age of 21, and competent

to testify to the matters herein based on my personal knowledge and professional

expertise.

3. I am a Licensed Professional Engineer (P.E.) and a Licensed Land Surveyor

(L.S.) in good standing in the Commonwealth of Virginia.

4. I hold BS degree in Mining Engineering from Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State

University and have practiced in the fields of engineering and land surveying for

several years as reflected on my curriculum vitae/resume. My specialized

knowledge includes both mineral and surface surveys, including without limitation,

the application of surveying principles to establish land boundaries in accordance

with 18VAC10-20-370.

5. I have been retained by Buchanan Energy Company, LLC and Diversified

Production LLC to perform a land boundary survey locating the boundary line of

Rogers tract 70 belonging to Buchanan Energy Company, LLC as it lies in the

vicinity of the well of Pocahontas Gas LLC proposed under drilling application no.

64170 for CBM F37A W/PL, which I have reviewed.

6. In performing this survey, I followed and satisfied the required Standards and

Procedures for Land Boundary Surveying set forth in the relevant statutes and

regulations of the Commonwealth of Virginia. My compliance with those standards

and procedures is evidenced by my signature, seal, and date affixed to the plat of

my survey filed with this Affidavit. This is in compliance with 18VAC10-20-370.

7. My methodology included, without limitation: my research and review of the

appropriate deeds and records on file in the Circuit Court Clerk's Office in Buchanan

County, Virginia and separate records available through historical mine or property

maps known to cover the area depicted in my plat; field investigation which I
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conducted personal and/or oversaw through the activities of those operating under

my supervision; and by locating and verifying existing monumentation, natural

markers, and evidence of possession such as fences, some of which were denoted

in the records of prior surveys in the area. Additionally, I used modern surveying

equipment to perform my survey.

8. Based on the data collected and my professional analysis, I have established the

true and correct location of the boundary line for Rogers tract 70 for the portion

depicted on my survey plat that includes the surface property of Buchanan Energy

Company, LI C nearest to the proposed well shown on Pocahontas Gas LLC's

drilling application no. 64170 for CBM F37A W/PL.

9. My plat of the boundary line boundary line is titled "PLAT OF A PARTIAL SURVEY

OF THE SURFACE AND MINERAL LINES OF BUCHANAN ENERGY COMPANY

LLC'S TRACT 70 LYING ON THE WATERS OF LOGGY BOTTOM BRANCH AND

HARRY'S BRANCH IN BUCHANAN 'COUNTY VIRGINIA," dated "3-13-26", and

bears my professional seal and signature. My plat is filed with this affidavit.

10. It is my professional expert opinion, to a reasonable degree of professional certainty,

that the following conditions exist:

10.1. The boundary line and well locations are as depicted on my plat.

10.2. The well is located approximately seven (7) feet across the established boundary

line and onto the surface property of Buchanan Energy Company, LLC.

10.3.These findings are based on facts and data of the type reasonably relied upon by

experts in the field of land surveying in Virginia.

Richard Bailey, P.Qg.S.
License Number: 002214

NOTARY ACKNOWLEDGMENT

Subscribed and sworn to before me thisPRc4ay of April 2026.
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Notary Public
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Richard L. Bailey, PE, LS 
Bailey Engineering & Land Surveying, Inc., P.C. 
President 
 
Experienced in engineering and surveying including industrial / commercial projects and private property 
surveys, civil site designs, and certifications. Has performed construction slope staking, erosion and sediment 
control design and certifications, stormwater design, site plan layout, volume calculations, property 
identification, and legal descriptions for easements for multi-state cellular telephone tower companies. The 
GPS surveys tie all cell sites into the applicable state plane coordinate system in a five (5) state area. 
Additionally, have  completed site design/volumetric calculations and E&S regulatory requirements for Cell 
tower sites on industrial sites and privately owned projects. Several coal companies in Buchanan County, 
Virginia and McDowell County, West Virginia required mine planning and a permit specialist for hydrologic 
design and evaluation. Relevant projects include: 
 
Surveying and Engineering Services / Buchanan County, VA:  Principal-in-Charge of engineering and 
surveying services for numerous private party boundary surveys consisting of the standard requirements of 
the Virginia Board of Land Surveyors. Erosion and Sediment Control plan development and implementation 
for private and commercial projects. 
 
Surveying Construction Stakeout / Buchanan, Russell, Dickenson & Tazewell Counties, VA:  
Principal-in-Charge of several VDOT design/build projects, Commercial Buildings & Company site plans . 
 
Construction Inspections / Buchanan County, VA:  Principal-in-Charge of overseeing the construction of 
the Issues and Answers complex on Slate Creek. 
 
Hydrologic Analysis / Buchanan, Russell & Tazewell Counties, VA:  Principal-in-Charge of drainage 
structure sizing and implementation of numerous private party projects. Design of Erosion & Sediment 
Control Structures and Stormwater Management Facilities 
 
Land Development Planning / Buchanan County, Dickenson, Russell & Tazewell Counties, VA:  
Principal-in-Charge of lot layout and volume balancing for commercial land development projects in multi 
county projects. 
 
Mine Planning, Permitting / Buchanan County, VA, Wyoming County WV:  Principal-in-Charge of 
numerous mine projects including preparing mine permits and mine planning.  Engineer on-call basis for 
construction stakeout and engineering inspections of reclamation sites. Perform certified as-built surveys of 
designs to ensure compliance with regulatory standards.  Underground mine surveying and 
preparation/certification of mine mapping. 
 
On-Call Engineering and Surveying Services, Proposed Cellular Tower Sites in the Five (5) states in 
which licensed-VA, WV, TN, KY & NC:  Principal-in-Charge of engineering and surveying services on an on-
call basis for proposed cell tower sites including design of Erosion & Sediment Plans.  The E & S Plan must 
meet the desiign criteria as well as the applicable state’s Stormwater Management regulations.  The task 
consisted of placing the design contours from the survey onto an overview of the watershed.  Utilizing this 
procedure, overflow calculations and ditch sizes were determined, along with any required lining.  All 
calculations and determinations, including erosion and sediment control procedures and practices were 
delineated on prepared maps and narratives in the E & S Plan packages for submittal to and approval from 
the responsible County, State, and Federal agencies. 
 
 
Surveying Services in the five (5) states in which licensed:  Principal in Charge for numerous private 
party boundary surveys consisted of the standard requirements of the applicable State Board of Land 
Surveyors. Have averaged nearly one hundred (100) property surveys per year. 
 
Engineering Services, Five-State Area: Principal in Charge for numerous cell tower site designs and 
private party Erosion & Sediment Plans and site designs consisted of the standard requirements of the 
Boards of Engineers and Land Surveyors. 
 

Experience Feb. 2003-Present- Bailey Engineering & Land Surveying, Inc., P.C., 
Rosedale, VA 

President, Professional Engineer, Land Surveyor 
 Completed over 3200 projects which include industrial / commercial 

ROLE 
Survey 

 
 

YEARS EXPERIENCE 
Total: 39     With Firm: 22 

 
 

REGISTRATION 
PE/Virginia/24840 

PE/West Virginia/12220 
PE/North Carolina/27623 

PE/Kentucky/19357 
PE/Tennessee/00107863 

 
LS/Virginia/2214  

LS/West Virginia/1512 
LS/North Carolina/L-4576  

LS/Tennessee/2482 
LS/ Kentucky/4430 

 
 

EDUCATION 
BS/1984 /Mining Engineering/ 

Virginia Tech 
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projects and private property designs, surveys, and certifications. Surveys 
for individual property, commercial ALTA surveys, subdivison of private 
property.  

 Provides engineering & surveying for multi-state cellular telephone tower 
companies. Performs slope staking, erosion and sediment control 
certifications, site plan layout, volume calculations, property identification 
and legal descriptions for easements.  GPS surveys to tie all cell sites into 
the applicable state plane coordinate system in five (5) state area. 

 Site Design / Volumetric Calculations & E & S regulatory requirements 
for Cell tower sites, industrial sites and privately owned projects. 

 Subdivision E & S control evaluation and investigation. 

 Expert Testimony (court appointed and civil) on E & S litigation and 
Property Disputes.  

 Mine planning & permit specialist for several coal companies in 
Buchanan County, VA and McDowell County, WV. Hydrologic design and 
evaluation. 

 

Feb. 2001-Feb. 2003  LBL & Associates Cedar Bluff, VA
Vice President-Chief Engineer & Land Surveyor 

 Company averaged approximately fifty (50) projects per year 

 Managed drafting personnel and field employees in a fast growing 
environment. 

 Project Manager for major natural gas expansion project.  Overseer of 
site surveys and permit requirements for the project 

 Civil Design included structural foundations for homes; mine machinery 
analysis and certification.  Hydrologic design and evaluation. 

 

Oct. 1996–Feb. 2001 D.R. Price Engineering Swords Creek, VA
Project Engineer, Land Surveyor 

 Permit Specialist responsible for all permitting processes pertaining to 
the coal and mineral industries.  Duties included all design aspects 
involved in the permitting process; Site design and hydrologic analysis for 
erosion and sediment control, earthwork volume calculations and 
construction stakeout of the design.  Coal industry permits included both 
drift mine and shaft mine applications.  Mineral permits included limestone 
quarry and river rock applications.  Also responsible for analysis and 
certification of mine maps and related mine structures, ranging from 
sediment basin certifications to quarterly refuse fill certifications. 

 
 

Apr. 1986–Oct. 1996     Interstate Engineering, Inc. Vansant, VA
Chief Draftsman, Staff Engineer 

 In charge of all mine mapping, property and royalty calculations. 
Performed mine production forecasts and annual depletion reports.   

 Staff engineer on major Methane gas well project. Duties included gas 
well permitting mineral and surface property mapping, royalty calculations 
and reduction. Responsible for survey crews scheduling, checking and 
reducing survey notes and tying well plats to NGS NAD 27 control. 

 Field Duties included instrument man and Rodman on surface and 
underground survey crews.  Responsible for completing construction 
stakeout of AML projects and road projects involving spiral curves with 
superelevation. 
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Education 1982–1984 Virginia Tech Blacksburg, VA

 B.S., Mining Engineering 

 cum laude 

 

 1980–1982 Southwest VA Comm. College Richlands, VA 

 A.S., Engineering 

 magna cum laude 

Organizations Member ASCE (American Society of Civil Engineers) 

Computer Skills Experienced in AutoCAD, Eagle Point Civil Design Software, Carlson 
Civil Software, Microsoft Word and Excel and numerous other surveying 
and engineering based programs. 

Professional 
Licenses 

Professional Engineer: 

 Virginia #24840 (1994) 

 West Virginia #12220 (1994) 

 Kentucky #19357 (1996) 

 North Carolina #27623 (2002) 

 Tennessee #00107863 (2002) 

 

Land Surveyor: 

 West Virginia (1995) 

 Virginia #2214 (1996) 

 Tennessee #2482 (2004) 

 North Carolina #L-4576 (2005) 

 Kentucky #4430 (2021) 
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